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The assignment this week is to build a virtual computer. 

For the next few days you will try to build the computer of your dreams. Your mission is to search the 

internet looking for the best, parts you can find to build your dream machine. You are to compile your data 

onto a Microsoft Excel Spreadsheet. Your spreadsheet will automatically calculate the total cost of your 

computer.  Part of your grade will be based on your ability to create formulas on the spreadsheet which will 

automatically calculate the cost. You will also be creating a graph of your computer showing the costs of 

each part using Microsoft Graph. You may try to create the most expensive, or least expensive computer, but 

your grade will be based partially on your ability to find all the parts for your computer. 
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Key Project Directions: 

Your first step is to identify the parts of the computer which can be purchased over the internet. In class we 

will brainstorm ideas to identify as many parts as we can. You can only purchase one item per web site. Be 

sure to add shipping and tax.  Your total grade will be based on three categories. 1. Ability to find all the 

necessary components of the computer. 2. Your ability to  a complete spreadsheet complete with formulas 

and graphs. 3. Your background. Since this is a design class, the "look" of your project will be very important.  

Feel free to use clip art, stock photography, or any other means at your disposal. Remember, if using 

Photoshop create your document 8.5x11in, 300dpi. Your final project will consist of two PowerPoint slides. 

Slide 1 will be the imported MS Excel spreadsheet. The second slide will be a graph of all the items on your 

spreadsheet. 
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